
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOX UNITED CHURCH 

December 29th, 2019 

 

 “STORIES BEHIND THE CAROLS”  

 
Sharing the Gospel of Jesus with all 

people through worship, service and care. 

 

As we gather for worship today, we acknowledge that 

the land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, the 

ancestral land of several Indigenous nations, and part 

of the homeland of the Metis.  We respect the 

sacredness of our shared home and the ground on which 

we walk, and we are grateful for its stewardship 

through the centuries. 

All Hymn words printed by permission.  All rights reserved. 

OneLicense # A720662 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

ALL:  

In the swirl of our living, a baby is born 

on a spinning earth going all too fast. 

One silent night, the cry goes up. 
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The stars shine brighter, 

and the depths of night 

give way to the joyful dawning  

of a new way to love. 

Christmas spins by again in our busyness. 

Yet, it lingers with restlessly  

inside our hearts 

wanting to touch everyone  

with love and hope, joy and peace. 

Will we let it? Or will we hide? 

That is the choice of this season! 

Come, let us welcome the birth of the 

Christ child.  

adapted from Diane Trollope, Sudbury,ON in Gathering 

CAROL Joy to the World (VU 59) 

– The Story of “Joy to the World” 

GATHERING PRAYER  

ALL:  

The God of Innocence and Love, comes on 

a cold, deep night to lonely shepherds 

watching their flock.  We thank this God 

of the starlit night!  Angels’ voices ring out 

over the hills with a story of a precious 

birth and a hymn of rejoicing.  We thank 

this God of angelic voices!  God was 

wrapped in swaddling cloth, and laid in an  
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Wealth or rank possessing 

Ye, who now will bless the poor 
Shall yourselves find blessing. 

 – The Story of “Good King Wenceslas” 

MISSION MESSAGE & OFFERING  

SOLO – What Songs Were Sung 
Words and music John Jacob Niles 

Wendell Owen 

MUSIC BEFORE PRAYER   

And When You Call For Me (MV 96) 

And when you call for me, I have already answered. 

And when you call for me, I am already there. 
words: Lynn Bauman ©2000. music: Linnea Good ©2006 Borealis Music 

 

COMMUNITY PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

 – The Story of “Silent Night” 

CAROL – Silent Night, Holy Night (VU 67) 

BENEDICTION (MV 211) (sing 2X) 

Go now in peace, 

guided by the light of Christ, 

So you may be 

nourished by the Word of Life 
words and music: Pedro Rubalcava, arr. Peter Kolar, 2002 

POSTLUDE 
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Hither, page, and stand by me, 
If thou knowst it, telling 
Yonder peasant, who is he? 
Where and what his dwelling? 
Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
Underneath the mountain 
Right against the forest fence 
By Saint Agnes fountain. 

Bring me flesh and bring me wine 
Bring me pine logs hither 
Thou and I shall see him dine 
When we bear them thither. 
Page and monarch, forth they went 
Forth they went together 
Through the rude winds wild lament 
And the bitter weather 

Sire, the night is darker now 
And the wind blows stronger 
Fails my heart, I know not how 
I can go no longer. 
Mark my footsteps, good my page 
Tread thou in them boldly 
Thou shall find the winters rage 
Freeze thy blood less coldly. 

In his masters step he trod 
Where the snow lay dinted 
Heat was in the very sod 
Which the Saint had printed 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure 
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animal manger.  The first visitors were 

animals and shepherds.  We thank this God 

of the welcoming stable!  The child brings 

with him hope for tomorrow, for love and 

peace for the earth.  We thank this God 

of new hope!  On this day, with all the 

earth, we are rejoicing. Amen.  

adapted from Roxanne Williams, Red Deer, AB in Gathering. 

CAROL – O Little Town of Bethlehem (VU 64) 

 – The Story of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Sing: Hope Shines as the Solitary 

Star (MV 220) – all 4 verses 

GREETING GOD’S FAMILY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

HOLY CONVERSATION  

ALL: 

In the infant Jesus, we are invited to be 

a community of inclusion and compassion, 

but sometimes we push people away. We 

treat people disrespectfully because of the 

clothes they wear, their culture or their 

faith, their age or their gender; or maybe 

we don’t like the way they act or talk.  
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May our spirits be opened up so we know 
the truth of God’s place in and through all 
people.  May we reflect Christ’s love and 
welcoming for everyone.  
May God of the outcasts, the unloved, and 
the unwanted, change and transform us 
into a holy image, welcoming us deeper into 
a life of faithful living.  And may we know 
that we are forever God’s people, loved and 
blessed into full life.  Amen. 

adapted from Susan Girard, Atikokan, ON in Gathering 

CAROL– It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (VU44) 

- The Story of “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 

SOLO – Sleep Holy Babe 
Words Edward Caswall; Music J B Dykes 

Phyllis Rugg 

WORDS FROM OUR SCRIPTURES 

Gospel Matthew 2:13-21 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, 
and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by 
night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had  
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been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out 
of Egypt I have called my son.’  

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the 
wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled what had been spoken through the 
prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, because 
they are no more.’  

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 
‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to 
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child’s life are dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel.  

CAROL – Good King Wenceslas 
Good King Wenceslas looked out 
On the Feast of Stephen 
When the snow lay round about 
Deep and crisp and even 
Brightly shone the moon that night 
Though the frost was cruel 
When a poor man came in sight 
Gathering winter fuel 


